Chapter 19: The French Revolution & Napoleon Reading Questions
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1.
2.

What major argument led to the American Revolution?

PD524 — Name at least one major philospher we studied whose work is reflected in the Declaration
of Independence and what his contribution was.

Why did many European intellectuals see the Ameriican Revolution & Constitution as the fulfillment
of the Enlightenment?
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What was the difference between the “nobility of the robe” and the “nobility of the sword?” Who
had more power? Why?

What did each of the Three Estates want?

What divisions existed within the Third Estate?

What prevented meaningful reform?

What brought France to the verge of financial collapse?
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What were the cahiers de doléances?

What was the arugment that divided the Estates General?

How did those in power use the common people for their own ends?

What did the French outside Paris do to win rights?

PD531 — Did the author support the revolt or the king? What evidence is there of that?
PD532 —In your opinion, which of the listed rights is most important? Why?

Text & PD533 — For what rights did Olympe de Gouges ask? How was her declaration received by
the National Assembly?

What was the Civil Constitution of the Clergy?

Under the new constitution, what was the relationship between the king and the Legislative
Assembly?

List the groups that were not content with the new government?

Why did other countries declare war on France?

What did Danton and the sans-culottes (together, they make up the Paris Commune) do with their
power?

How did the people of the Vendee, Marseilles, & Lyons view the new government?

How did the French respond to foreign invasion?

What happened to people of the rebelling territories?

What was the Republic of Virtue, and how did Robespierre attempt to achieve it?

What role did dechristianization play in the downfall of the revolution?

How did slavery end in Haiti and other French colonies?



27. What led to Robespierre’s downfall?
28. What was the directory? What were the problems with it?
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List the steps in Napoleon’s rise from noble to Emperor.

Describe Napoleon’s relationship with Catherine.

What enlightenment-era ideals were in Napoleon’s Civil Code?

How did Napoleon change the French government?

How/where did Napoleon find capable officials for his bureaucracy?

What two factors does Spielvogel list in Napoleon’s downfall?

What major error (or “classic blunder,” if you prefer) prompted anti-Napoleon revolutions all over
Europe, leading to his exile to Elba?



